[Cytological history of 148 women presenting with invasive cervical cancer].
The aim of this study was to analyse the cytological history of women presenting with invasive cervical cancer. Retrospective study of 148 patients treated for invasive cervical cancer in three hospitals of the North Pas de Calais in France. The average age of patients was 49 (26-86). Squamous carcinomas represented 81% of cases (120/148), adenocarcinomas 17% (25/148) and adenosquamous carcinomas 2% (3/148). 36.5% of patients (54/148) had never had a Pap smear. 34.5% (51/148) had had an occasional Pap smear (the last one dated of more than three years). 8.1% (12/148) were lost for follow up after a positive Pap smear. 3.4% (5/148) were treated for cervical dysplasia less than three years before the diagnosis of the cervical cancer. 17.5% (26/148) had had a Pap smear reported as negative less than three years before the diagnosis of the cervical cancer. In this last group, squamous carcinomas represented 57.7% of cases (15/26), adenocarcinomas 38.5% (10/26) and adenosquamous carcinomas 3.8% (1/26). 18 Pap smears of 26 reported as negative less than three years before the diagnosis of the cancer were reviewed. These Pap smears came from 11 patients presenting with squamous carcinoma and seven other presenting with adenocarcinoma. After review, 15 Pap smears were reported as false negatives and two as true negatives. The review was not possible in one case. In this study, the failures of cervical cancer screening were essentially attributed to the lack or the insufficiency of screening and the existence of false negatives of the cytology.